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York - One Visit
is Never Enough!

© Jack Cousin

York – Adventures are only a

years with the popular JORVIK Viking Festival taking place
at the end of May this year.

short walk away!

Overflowing with history, art and culture, York is a
surprisingly compact city buzzing with energy and
welcomes millions of visitors each year. Within the city
walls the centre is mainly pedestrianised and vehicle access
is strictly limited which makes it a pleasant place to walk
around. Explore the winding lanes and discover the many
alleyways or snickets that give you a shortcut through to
another street or a different view. It is a photographer’s
dream, with beautiful architecture, York Minster dominating
the skyline and the River Ouse running through the centre
of the city.
With over 20 museums and historic houses to visit and
a plethora of trips and tours to enjoy, there are plenty
of activities to choose from. York is traditionally a city of
festivals that take place throughout the year, and gradually
these are returning after being cancelled over the past two
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Unlike other city centres who have seen the closure of
many stores over the past two years, shopping is still a
major attraction and there are plenty of independent shops,
boutiques and retailers you know and love, as well as a lively
market, giving you plenty of opportunity for a gentle stroll
and some retail therapy.
Let that not be the end of your trip. Continue your
adventure by exploring even further; perhaps you’ll decide
to jump on a city sightseeing bus, enjoy a riverside picnic,
take a trip on the river or simply sit and relax in one of the
many cafes that line the pavements and enjoy watching the
world go by.
No matter what you fancy we hope that this guide to the city
will help you make the most of your stay. One thing we know
for sure is that you will soon discover that one visit to this
beautiful city is certainly not enough!

goyorkshire.com
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Discover the Vikings
Since the 1980s, York has been
known as the Viking city, and
with good cause: archaeological
explorations in Coppergate in the
late 1970s revealed some of the
best-preserved Viking remains ever
discovered in this country, with the
finds eventually giving rise to one of
the city’s top attractions – JORVIK
Viking Centre – which remains a
‘must-see’ for visitors today.

Around, betwixt and below – discover,
explore and experience York’s history from
three different perspectives!
From the Romans to the medieval period and beyond to the
influential Victorians, York’s history offers over 2000 years of
fascinating stories. This year, explore them above ground, at
street level and even by digging down through history with three
attractions from the people behind the award-winning JORVIK
Viking Centre: City Walls Experience at Micklegate Bar, Barley
Hall & Coffee Shop and DIG: An Archaeological Adventure.

City Walls Experience at Micklegate Bar
Discover Coppergate

At JORVIK Viking Centre, visitors stand on the very site which
revealed some of the most astounding discoveries in modern
archaeology – far below modern pavement level. Descending
the stairs to the underground attraction, a glass floor covers
a recreation of the Coppergate Dig, showing wooden timbers
emerging from waterlogged mud as archaeologists unearthed
part of the hidden Viking city.

Explore the Viking-Age City

Climb aboard a time capsule for an unforgettable trip back
to 10th century York – then known as Jorvik - to meet the
traders, settlers and craftspeople who inhabited this very spot.
As visitors are taken from the forest to the quayside, and then
around – and even through – the houses of the inhabitants,
they can listen to a Norse couple arguing over what to have
for dinner, take in smells from fish to woodsmoke and spot the
famous Bogar – the unfortunate gentleman who has been sat
on the toilet since the day we opened nearly 40 years ago! The
sights, sounds and smells – sometimes pleasant, sometimes
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putrid - of the Viking Age are recreated for an immersive
portrayal of life for the local residents 1000 years ago.

Experience the Real Thing

Disembarking the time capsule provides the opportunity to
get up-close with some of the most beautiful and rare Viking
artefacts in the world, from delicate earrings and socks to frying
pans and musical instruments and even a fossilised Viking poo,
all found buried beneath York’s streets and modern buildings.
From real skeletons which can be digitally examined to show
ailments and injuries, to Viking-age instruments and music,
everyone is invited dig deeper into the Viking story of York
using the latest in cutting-edge technology located throughout
the centre.
And where else can you meet a Viking? Get the most out of your
visit by chatting to the friendly Viking hosts – why not ask them
how a Viking spent their free time or what they had for tea?

Brand new for 2022, and open from 2 April to 31 October, City
Walls Experience at Micklegate Bar is the perfect introduction
to the city’s historic city walls – the most complete walls of
any city in the country. Inside Micklegate Bar, the medieval
gatehouse that used to be the primary southern gateway to
the city, City Walls Experience presents the history of the
fortifications and how they’ve adapted to the city’s changing
needs over the centuries. Visitors will also hear from three
characters whose stories were intertwined with the Bar itself –
including a soldier, princess and policeman.

The medieval townhouse – once home to York’s mayor and
originally built as the York townhouse of Nostell Priory – has
been painstakingly restored to its former glory, including a
grand feasting hall and possibly the only window made from
horn in England!
New for Summer 2022 will be a new exhibition, The Bard
at Barley Hall, which looks at York in the time of William
Shakespeare through the plays he wrote.
Also new for 2022 is Barley Hall Coffee Shop, a Georgianthemed purveyor of hot drinks which is the perfect place to
end your visit with liquid refreshment in the appropriatelynamed Coffee Yard.
To book, please visit barleyhall.co.uk

DIG: An Archaeological Adventure

St Saviour’s Church plays host to DIG: An Archaeological
Adventure, where young archaeologists can dig up replica
relics from the past in our mess-free ‘soil’, inspired by items
unearthed around the city. It's hugely popular with children
aged 12 and under

Throughout the opening season, visitors can also join guided
tours of the Micklegate section of the wall and surrounding
area to find out more about this part of York, from Roman
times to the modern day.

Grown-ups get their own opportunity to Dig Deeper with
specialist adult experiences. The final tour every day is aimed
at an adult audience and led by archaeologists, sharing stories
of real underground exploration in the city and answering
questions about the work undertaken by York Archaeological
Trust over the last 50 years.

For more details, please visit yorkcitywalls.com

For details, or to book, please visit digyork.com

Barley Hall & Coffee Shop

Save money with Pastport tickets

York is known for its ‘snickleways’: small, often hidden, alleys
connecting the city centre streets, and one of these houses
a medieval gem. Barley Hall is found off a small passage
connecting Stonegate and Swinegate.

Planning to visit more than one JORVIK Group attraction
during your visit? Book online at jorvikvikingcentre.co.uk/save
for multi-attraction tickets.

goyorkshire.com
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York through the ages

York has been known by many names through the ages;
it was Eboracum to the Romans, Eoforwick to the Saxons,
Jorvik to the Vikings and ultimately, York. The City stands
out as one of the most fascinating in the UK with history
all-apparent as you discover over 2000 listed buildings, 22
ancient monuments and the most complete city wall still
standing in England.
Having survived wars, battles and invaders – York has
managed to stand strong with much of the ancient city still
standing today, including the spectacular York Minster. The
beauty and charm of York’s historic buildings meant that the
wealthy families in the area encouraged the protection of
the city’s features from the smoke and chimneys when the
industrial factories began taking over many towns and cities
in the North.

Explore the magnificent history of this city with some of the
best attractions and museums including:

© Railway Museum

York’s Chocolate Story

Located in central York, this fascinating attraction gives
you the low down on the history of chocolate including
Rowntree’s factory now owned by Nestlé.

JORVIK Viking Centre
© Jack Cousin

Discover the sights, sounds and even the smells of the
Vikings as you travel back 1000 years to see what life was
like in York from evidence found from the Coppergate dig.

Barley Hall

Until the 1980’s this magnificent medieval townhouse was
hidden under the frontage of a modern, derelict office block
– now fully restored in all its former glory.

However, when trains arrived in the 1830s York went full
steam ahead into the railway age and with this came the
success in the production of chocolates and sweets. The
confectionary industry took off thanks to world-leading
producers Rowntree’s and Terrys both of whom started up
in York. It meant that by the end of the 19th Century the
chocolate industry was the second highest employer in York,
only beaten by the ever-expanding railways.

Railway Museum

Discover 200 years of rail travel – encounter the fastest
steam locomotive in the world and world changing inventions
such as Rocket.

Merchant Adventurers’ Hall

This was once one of the most important buildings in
medieval York. It is the largest timber-framed building in the
UK still standing for its original purpose.

Today, York’s most significant industry is tourism and every
year the city fills with millions of visitors from all over the
world that have come to experience a city with a colourful
history and unique atmosphere.
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© Jack Cousin

© Jack Cousin

Treasurer’s House

Located in Minster Yard, here you can discover over 2000
years of history in the Grade 1 listed house run by the
National Trust.

© Visit York
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TIMELINE OF YORK

The Romans
invade and build
a fort on the site
of York

1190

71AD
The last Roman troops
leave Britain, social
upheaval follows

c200

Paulinus is made the first
bishop of York which
becomes the second centre
of the church in England

407

The Vikings conquer
northern England and
settle in York

627

William I crushes the
northern rebellion in the
‘Harrying of the North’ and
builds two castles in the city

866

Chocolate makers
Terry’s of York
founded

1740

York’s first
newspaper, The York
Mercury, published

1739

York Racecourse
Meeting established
at Clifton Ings

1719

1709

1069

1182

The clock on Coney
Street is erected

1788

1668

1644

1801

The railway
comes to York

1832

1839

A train repair workshop
opens marking the start
of railway engineering
in York

1349

1368

The Guildhall
opens

1453

James I
visits York

1617

York’s population
reaches around 12,000

Guy Fawkes executed

1606

1600

Guy Fawkes
born in York

1570

1541

York’s population
stands at around
10,000

Henry VIII
visits York

York Corn
Exchange opens

Present York railway
station opens

1877

The opening of
York City Art Gallery

Horse-drawn trams
run in York

1880

1892

The population of
York reaches 77,914

1901

York’s first electric
tram runs from
Fulford to Nessgate

1910

Rowntrees chocolate
factory founded

1842

1862

Rowntrees is
acquired by Nestle

The Jorvik Centre opens

The National Railway
Museum opens

Stonegate
pedestrianised

York University founded

1942

‘Baedeker’
air-raid kills 87
people in York

York Minster fire

York dispensary
opens giving
free medicines
to the poor

1988
Rev. Libby Lane
becomes the first
woman bishop in the
Church of England

The urban population of
York reaches 153,717

John Sentamu becomes
Archbishop of York

Monks Cross and
McArthur Glenn
shopping centres open

2011

2005

1984

1975

1971

1963

Terry’s Chocolate is
acquired by Kraft Foods
Jorvik Viking Festival

New science park created
next to York University

2015
12

Charles I
visits York

1868
Cholera epidemic
reaches York

1220

The Merchant
Adventurers Hall
is built

York captured by the
Parliamentarian army

1767
The population of York
grows to 16,846

1212

The Black Death kills almost
half of York’s population

Work begins on
York Minster

1500

1633

York County
Hospital built

King John allows
York to collect its
own taxes

Charter is granted to
the citizens of York

The 4th oldest
school in the world,
St Peter’s School,
Bootham founded

The Romans name
York Eboracum and
build a stone wall
around it

Highwayman
Dick Turpin
hanged at
Tyburn, York

York’s Jews are massacred
in Clifford’s Tower

1998

A centurion at York Minster

1951

The first York
Festival is held

York DIG

1993
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Free York

Stay on track at the Rail Museum – with vast

There are so many places to visit and
things to do in York on a budget and even
for free. Having an amazing time in York or
keeping the kids entertained doesn’t need
to come with an expensive price tag. Here
are our top 10 free places to see or things
to do in York that won’t cost you a penny.

halls of locomotives from the past, present and future, the Railway
Museum is an amazing place to visit for free. Please do remember
though that even a small donation at the end of your visit can
make a big difference to the upkeep of the museum.

Paint the town at York Art Gallery – open
Wednesday to Sundays, this public art gallery has permanent
displays of national and international art that is free to enjoy.
Again, donations are always welcome!
Slytherin down to the Shambles

– with
overhanging buildings and thin cobbled streets, the Shambles is
said to be the inspiration behind Harry Potter’s Diagon Alley. If
traditional sweet shops and magic shops are your thing, this is the
place to wander.

Walk the Walls – open to walk along from 8am until dusk

daily, York has 2 miles of surviving 13th century walls, the longest
in England. March and April are our favourite time to walk the
walls when the daffodils really are a sight to see.

Picnic in the Museum Gardens – a stunning 10
acre park in central York that is an idyllic place to picnic or stroll
around. It has a famous collection of shrubs, trees, perennials
and bulbs giving an amazing backdrop as you tuck into your
sandwiches and lemonade.
Go on a free Walking Tour – starting near the main

entrance of York Minster, White Rose Tours take visitors on free
walking tours daily at 11am and 3pm (also 1pm on Fridays and
Saturdays). This is a great way to see the city and you can decide
yourself what to give as a tip at the end of the tour.

Embrace festive cheer at the York
Christmas Market – every November and December, the
magical St Nicholas Fair takes place with festive alpine chalets
lining Parliament Square and St Sampson’s Square.

Watch the Dragon Boat Races – every July, 32
teams of fancy-dressed paddlers paced by their drummers, race
their Dragon Boats down the river over a 250 metre course. With
stalls, food and a real gala atmosphere, it certainly is an occasion
to witness.
Don’t let it slip your mind - follow the York Ice Trail
– York City centre is transformed with a range of magnificent ice
sculptures in the UK’s biggest outdoor Ice Trail. Keep an eye out
on the Go Yorkshire website/social media pages for the 2023
dates when they are released – the 2022 Trail featuring Disney
characters was in March.
Don’t pussyfoot around, go on the York Cat
Trail – have fun looking for cat statues hidden all over the city

from Clifford’s Tower to York Minster. Especially fun for families
with younger children – some are easier to find than others and
you can find the map online to print off.
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BOOK
N OW

Everything you
need to know about
Chocolate!

SC A N T H E Q R CO D E TO F IND O U T MO R E
YO RKSC HOCOLATE STORY. COM

NEW
2
FOR 202

DICK'S!
BACK

EXPLORE OVER 60
AIRCRAFT & VEHICLES
AT AN ORIGINAL 1940s RAF BASE IN ELVINGTON.
SEE THE ONLY HALIFAX III IN EUROPE.
yorkshireairmuseum.org

WWW.THEDUNGEONS.COM/YORK

TO HONOUR, EDUCATE, INSPIRE. HOME OF THE ALLIED AIR FORCES MEMORIAL.

Halifax Way, Elvington, York YO41 4AU. Telephone: 01904 608595
Accredited museum No 66 . Registered Charity 516766

Famous people
from York

W H Auden was the acclaimed writer of 400
poems including ‘Funeral Blues’, ‘The Age
of Anxiety’ and ‘For the Time Being’. A
memorial plaque can be seen on the
wall at 54 Bootham in York, the place
of his birth.
Guy Fawkes - was born in Stonegate
and was the owner of an estate in
Clifton. He will be remembered as a
member of the group of Catholics involved
in the unsuccessful Gunpowder plot of
1605. Fawkes was executed the year after,
opposite the Westminster building he had
tried to blow up.

Bonded York - The legendary
actor Dame Judy Dench played
M in 7 James Bond Films over a
17 year period and was the first M
to be killed in the line of duty. The
composer John Barry also hails
from York and composed the scores
to 11 Bond films. He also had a
cameo in the Living Daylights as the
orchestra Conductor.

Steve Maclaren, the successful football coach, hails from
Fulford, a suburb of York. He will unfortunately be remembered
as the England football manager who failed to gain the team
qualification for the 2008 European Championships. With a
penchant for standing on the touchline with an umbrella, he
cruelly gained the nickname ‘Wally with the Brolly’.
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Game of Thrones actors Mark Addy (Robert
Baratheon) and David Bradley (Walder Frey)
were born in York. The Shambles has a Game
of thrones themed shop with a sign outside
declaring ‘You know nothing, Jon Snow!’.

Shed Seven are York’s favourite music band and
are now in their 30th year of performing. Lead singer
Rick Witter still regularly DJs on local radio stations
Minster FM and Jorvik radio.
Outrageous comedian and actor Frankie Howerd
was the master of the double entendre with Carry on
Doctor and Up Pompei two of his most loved works.
Frankie was born in York in 1917 and died in 1992, the
day before his friend and fellow comedian Benny Hill.

goyorkshire.com

19

Weird and
Wonderful Facts
• York Minster is one of the world's largest Medieval Gothic
cathedrals and took 250 years to build. Work started in 1220
to consecration in 1472.
• The Minster is 160 metres long and 76 metres
wide. The central tower is 72 metres high.
• The narrow street called the Shambles is arguably
one of the best-preserved medieval streets in the
world. It was once home to butchers’ shops and is the
oldest shopping street in Europe, also mentioned in the
Doomsday book of 1086.
• Terry’s, of chocolate orange fame, and Rowntree’s, now
famous for their fruit pastilles, both had their origins in York.

• York’s Railway Museum is the largest train museum in the
world, attracting almost 1 million visitors per year. It also
houses a Japanese bullet train - the only one of its kind outside
of Japan.

• There are a number of stone cats, the trademark of architect
Tom Adams, scattered throughout York. There are two on a
building in Low Ousegate, one of which looks like it is walking
up the wall!

• Guy Fawkes, the famous conspirator in the plot to blow up
the Houses of Parliament, was born in York. Fawkes’ family
lived on Stonegate, and Fawkes attended St. Peter’s School as
a youth.

• York’s ancient walls are over 2 miles long – making them the
longest city walls in England – and enclose an area of about
263 acres.

• The Bar Convent is England’s oldest living convent, still home
to a resident community of Sisters and was founded in 1886.
• The city was founded by the Romans in 71 AD, naming the
city Eboracum which became the capital of the province.
• York has over 365 pubs, one (or more) for each day of the
year with the Ye Olde Starre Inne claiming to be the oldest.
• The Archbishop of York from 1724 to 1743, Lancelot
Blackburne, was a pirate of the Caribbean in his younger days
and greatly upset his wife by asking his mistress to move in
with them!
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• A little red devil sits chained outside 33 Stonegate, staring
benevolently at passers-by! It is not, however, a sign of
demonic antics within, it is actually the traditional symbol for
a printers. Be careful though, it is supposed to be unlucky to
look into his eyes!
• The Black Swan at Peasholme Green is equipped with a
Black Death spy hole so that prospective customers could be
checked for signs of bubonic plague.
• The wife of Chancellor to the Minster, Jane Hodson, has a
memorial in the Minster. She bore 24 children and died in
1636. Mother’s Day must have been the highlight of her year!

goyorkshire.com
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‘Culture Vulture’ Trip To York

For those coming to York by train for a weekend of arts
appreciation, your ‘culture vulture’ weekend is about to begin.
First impressions of the city will be the beautiful architecture of
York Station, a grand entrance to the city. Opened on 25 June
1877, it is often described as one of the great iron 'cathedrals'
of the Railway Age and replaced the original wooden terminus
built in 1841. Conceived by Thomas Elliot Harrison, the NER
Engineer in Chief, in collaboration with the company's architect,
Thomas Prosser it is still as magnificent today as it was then
and a taster of what’s to come.
Just around the corner you can continue your cultural journey
by learning about the importance of the railways to York
by visiting the Railway Museum. One of the finest railway
museums in the world, it is housed in giant halls displaying
magnificent locomotives from a bygone era. The Mallard, a
replica of Robert Stephenson’s Rocket and the Shinkansen
(aka Japanese bullet train) are highlights. Anyone interested in
design will appreciate the Railway Posters collection too and
the added bonus is that entrance is free.
Step out of your hotel in the early morning and take a stroll to
marvel at the medieval façade of the Shambles and the gothic
edifice of York Minister. As the city wakes up, it is the perfect
time to explore and wander around the empty streets admiring
the city’s architecture. As well as the magnificent Minster, York
has a surprising number of churches within the city walls, and
you could while away a few hours exploring them. There are
17 in all and most are free to visit (apart from the Minster) but
donations are appreciated. Many are tucked away in various
corners of the city and can easily be overlooked so do your
homework pre-visit. Check our blog on York churches www.
goyorkshire.com/go-yorkshire-blog for a detailed list or pick up
a visitor guide for a city centre map.
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For the art lover, York has plenty of galleries worth a gander.
If you are visiting the city this April, then don’t miss the York
Open Studios where over 100 of the city’s artists open their
doors to the public for two weekends (2-3 and 9-10 April) 10
am until 5pm. With jewellery, ceramics, prints and paintings.
this is a great opportunity to discover both well established as
well as new emerging artists and their work.
If you miss this event, then there are still plenty of art

galleries to visit. Refurbished in 2015, York Art Gallery has a
wonderful collection of paintings, decorative arts and pottery
spanning more than 600 years. It includes works by Lowry and
Yorkshireman, David Hockney. The Victorian-era building sits
in the stunning Exhibition Square and is conveniently close to
the City Walls and Museum Gardens.

Images courtesy of: Railway Museum & Visit York
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For those that love contemporary crafts, we recommend a visit to
the privately-owned Pyramid Gallery on Stonegate. The beautiful
15th Century building houses one of the finest selections of
contemporary glass, ceramics and jewellery by 150 British designers.
If you have been watching the Netflix series Vikings: Valhalla or
seen Ragnor Lothbrok in the Vikings, then get your seafaring
Scandinavian warrior fix at the JORVIK Viking Centre. Great for all
ages, it is an attraction like no other and more like a film set than a
museum where you can witness Viking life up-close, complete with
smells and sounds.
Located in the Museum Gardens (an ideal spot for a picnic) is the
Yorkshire Museum. Extinct Great Auks, a meteorite, Viking treasure
and Roman hair are just some of the reasons you should pay this
Museum a visit. The crowning glory in the museum is the Middleham
Jewel, an immaculate 15th century engraved gold pendant set with
a large sapphire stone. Acquired by the Yorkshire Museum for
£2.5 million, it was discovered by a metal detectorist in 1985 near
Middleham Castle, the Northern home of Richard III.
Finally, to round off your cultural trip, why not enjoy a night at the
theatre? York boasts four theatres including the Barbican, Grand
Opera House York, the Rowntree Theatre and The York Theatre
Royal which was founded in 1744 and is one of the UK’s oldest
producing theatres. York’s theatres cater for all tastes and there
is an ever-changing programme of plays, music stars and events
throughout the year. But like all attractions in the city, book early to
avoid disappointment.
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Rievaulx Abbey © Simeon Peter Grundy
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Food & Drink
York is blessed with some of the finest
pubs and restaurants in Britain. We also
like to speak with locals when looking
for somewhere special to eat and drink
as they often know of new places and
hidden gems. From the street food
experience to fine-dining, York has a
choice to suit every budget and taste.

SKOSH
01904 634849 MICKLEGATE, Y01 6JX - contemporary British
cooking with an international influence. Amazing snacks and small
plates in this Grade II listed building.
PARADISO DEL CIBO
01904 611444 WALMGATE, YO1 9TX - authentic family run
Italian restaurant serving a selection of classic and seasonal
dishes following original recipes.
DELRIO’S
01904 622695 BLOSSOM ST, YO24 1AE – a fabulous cellar
restaurant with vaulted brick alcoves serving Italian dishes with
Sardinian influences. Love the service in here. Open TuesdaySaturday.
ROOTS
EXPLORETOCK.COM/ROOTS MARYGATE, Y030 7BH – a stunning
sharing-plate restaurant different from any other with menus
evolving as seasons change.
CUT AND CRAFT
01904 593500 ST SAMPSONS SQUARE, YO1 8RN – an informal
restaurant specialising in delicious flat iron steaks and amazing
craft beers.
AMBIENTE
WWW.AMBIENT-TAPAS.CO.UK GOODRAMGATE and FOSSGATE –
If Spanish cuisine and Tapas are your thing, these are two of the
best places in York to visit.
KHAO SAN ROAD
01904 635599 WALMGATE, YO1 9TJ – a warm and inviting Thai
Bistro servicing tasty, authentic food.
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PHRANAKON THAI TAPAS
01904 636366 GRAPE LANE, YO1 7HU – a fabulous,
relaxed Thai dining restaurant with a combination of
European indulgence and authentic Thai food. Great for
cocktails too!
THE RATTLE OWL
01904 658658 MICKLEGATE, YO1 6JX - This intimate
Grade II listed brick walled former shop is one of our
favourites for Sunday lunch (amazing) but make sure you
book ahead.
THE JUDGE’S LODGINGS
01904 638733 LENDAL, YO1 8AQ - a grand grade I listed
townhouse right in the centre of York serving awardwinning delicious meals and a lovely terrace for eating and
drinking when the weather allows.
SORA SKY BAR, MALMAISON HOTEL
01904 946060, ROUGIER STREET, Y090 1UU – a unique York
dining experience above the city on the seventh floor of the
Malmaison Hotel with a huge selection of sushi and pan-Asia
style tapas. Open Wednesday- Sunday – book well ahead.
THE IVY
01904 403888 ST HELEN’S SQUARE, Y01 8QP – a touch
of sophistication as the name would suggest with modern
British cusine and brasserie style classics.
DYLS
01904 289221 SKELDERGATE BRIDGE, YO1 9WJ – a cute
place for breakfast or lunch on the river situated in the
iconic Motor House overlooking Clifford’s Tower and the
river Ouse.
RUSTIQUE
01904 612744 CASTLEGATE, YO1 9RP – amazing value
rustic French inspired restaurant with a vibrant Bistro
atmosphere.

On the go
THE SHAMBLES MARKET FOOD COURT
SILVER STREET, YO1 8RY – inside the famous Shambles
market, the food court has delicious street food every day
of the week including a great choice of vegetarian and
vegan options.
MR CHIPPY
CHURCH STREET, YO1 8BA – a fantastic award-winning fish
and chips takeaway.

goyorkshire.com
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Time for a tipple – remember
to drink sensibly!

PAVEMENT VAULTS - South side of Parliament Square, YO1
9NU
Great beer and a guaranteed range of cask, keg and bottled
beer to please all tastes. They also bring you the finest BBQ and
smoked food from their open kitchen.
BREW YORK BEER HALL - Enterprise Complex, Walmgate,
YO1 9TT
A brewery in the centre of York where the experience and
location is as enjoyable as the beer itself. The Taproom
with riverside beer garden sits alongside the Brewhouse to
showcase beers at their freshest.
HOUSE OF THE TREMBLING MADNESS - Lendal, YO1 8AA
Known by locals as ‘The Madness’ and set over 5 floors, this
unusual pub is the place to come if you like craft beers or if
you are a huge fan of taxidermy! Also check out the hidden
tavern on Stonegate.
THE MALTINGS - Tanner's Moat
Cosy wooden-floored pub with a host of real ales, traditional
ciders and bar snacks.
WALMGATE ALE HOUSE - Walmgate
A comfy and rustic bar with up to six real ales on tap each day
all from local breweries. Also offer homemade bar snacks.
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York - a celebration of
food and markets
The markets in York are an amazing source of regional
produce. In fact, there has been a market in York since
the Viking days and the historic Shambles open-air Market
is open seven days a week all year round. The Farmers’
Market is held on the 1st Friday of every month and York
Food Festivals run throughout the year to promote local and
regional produce and chefs. Held in Parliament Street and
the Shambles Market, these include the Chocolate Festival,
Taster Festival and the main Food and Drink Festival. Every
November and December sees the return of the infamous
and award-winning Christmas market that makes York such a
magical place to visit at this time of year.

PIVNI - Just off Little Shambles
A real ale and world beer free house housed in a stunning 16th
century half-timbered townhouse. Cosy and candle-lit, 2-storey
bar serving artisan beers.
THE MARKET CAT - Jubbergate
A perfect place to sample a selection of their 17 gins or
multiple craft beers on cask and keg. Also serve amazing
pizzas if you’re peckish.
SHAMBLES TAVERN - The Shambles
A quaint and popular spot and a lovely place to have a drink
outdoors. Great food, craft beer, over 30 gins and a fine
selection of vodkas, rums and whiskey.
MINSTER INN - Marygate
A traditional Edwardian Ale House right next to the River and
Abbey Walls that featured in the Open Table Top 100.
PAIRINGS - Castlegate
A stylish bar with a super collection of wines and cocktails that
also offers yummy tapas.

goyorkshire.com
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York for
all seasons

Spring 2022

York will wholeheartedly be celebrating Her
Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in style. Events and
parties will take place across the city, especially
over the four-day bank holiday weekend from
Thursday 2nd – Sunday 5th June (check out the
Events section on pages 48 and 49 for more
information). York has also been awarded The
Queen’s Green Canopy ‘champion status’ so it will
be greener than ever with community tree-planting
events having already started to increase York’s
tree canopy and community woodland.

Summer 2022

There are few places in the world that match
York on a sunny day. Beautiful parks, open air
concerts, dragon boat races, festivals and events
are just a few things synonymous with York in the
summertime. Summer 2022 will see the return
of Thor’s Tipi bar at the Principal Hotel in York
giving locals and visitors an opportunity to quench
the thirst in the indoor and outdoor bar and
restaurant. With Bollinger, cocktails and sangria
on offer, it really is a chilled place to hang out and
dogs and kids are welcome too! For those who
wish to keep in fine physical shape (like the Go
Yorkshire team), an early morning summer run by
the river is an awesome way to start the day.
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Autumn 2022

York bursts into colour every Autumn and there is no better way
to appreciate this than to visit and stroll around York’s many
parks and public gardens. The large open spaces of Rowntree
Park give a great opportunity for kids to catch the leaves as they
fall from the plethora of trees. The Go Yorkshire Team’s other
favourite places to see magnificent trees and carpets of yellow
and orange leaves are the Museum Gardens in central York,
Dean’s Park next to York Minster and along the paths next to the
River Ouse near Skeldergate and Lendal bridges.

music and magic. If ‘Dancing on Ice’ inspires you, a visit to the
McArthur Glen Designer Outlet on the outskirts of York is a
must with outdoor ice skating the centrepiece of the Yorkshire
Winter Wonderland event.

Winter 2022/23

Voted the UK’s most festive city in the UK, York is a visually
special place to visit during the festive period with lights
spanning the streets to transform the city into a magical
wonderland. The famous York’s St Nicholas Fair will be back
again from mid-November until Christmas and the shops,
restaurants and attractions will also be bringing the festive
cheer to residents and visitors alike. The Shambles Market
and Food Court will be open for shopping offering a diverse
selection of fresh produce, crafts and traders. To really
embrace the Christmas spirit, head to St Helen’s Square
to see the huge Christmas tree adorned with thousands of
twinkling lights or venture to the annual Kirkgate Christmas
experience near the York Castle Museum where the streets
are transformed into a snow covered ‘stage’ with puppets,
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Here are some fabulous events happening
in 2022, all within an hour of York.

Beyond York

Harrogate Spring Flower Show
21-24 April
Great Yorkshire Showground
The North Leeds Food Festival
14-15 May
Roundhay Park, Leeds,
Malton Food Lovers Spring Festival
3-5 June
Market Place, Malton,
Bradford Literature Festival
24 June-3 July
Across Bradford & District
The Great Yorkshire Show
12 - 15 July
Harrogate Showground
SEAFEST
22-24 July
Scarborough South Bay
North Yorkshire Music Festival
5-7 August
Yafforth, Northallerton
The North York Moors Chamber Music Festival Soundscapes
13-27 August
Various locations

Within an Hour

Leeds Festival
26-28 August
Bramham Park, Leeds

York is a prominent transport hub and sits on the East
Coast rail mainline halfway between Edinburgh and London.
It also lies at the intersection of the A19 (DoncasterTyneside), A59 (Liverpool to York), A64 (Leeds to
Scarborough) and A1070 (York to Hull). The A64 links to
the A1(M) and M1 motorways just ten miles from the city.
This makes York a perfect and convenient base to explore
some of the other beautiful places in Yorkshire.

Malton Food Lovers Summer Festival
27-29 August
Market Place, Malton,
Harrogate Autumn Flower Show
16-18 September
Newby Hall & Gardens
DN Festival of Light
24-27 November
Doncaster Minster

Place				

By Car

Place				

By Train

Selby					
Malton					
Ripon 					
Harrogate				
Leeds					
Wakefield				
North York Moors National Park		
Helmsley				
Pickering				
Bedale					
Masham				
Bradford				

30mins
35mins
45mins
45mins
45mins
45mins
45mins
50mins
50mins
50mins
50mins
1 hour

Thirsk					
Northallerton				
Doncaster				
Malton					
Leeds					
Selby					
Harrogate				
Wakefield				
Bradford				
Scarborough				

15mins		
20mins
25mins
25mins
30mins
30mins
35mins
40mins
55mins
55mins
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CAPTAIN COOK MUSEUM WHITBY
Adventure! Endurance!
Extraordinary Seamanship!
Survival against the odds!
Learn about Captain Cook’s awe-inspiring voyages

Open daily 15 Feb - 31 Oct
Mondays, Tuesdays and Saturdays in November

www.cookmuseumwhitby.co.uk
tel. 01947 601900 Grape Lane Whitby

visit the studio gallery
and workshop
_
Rosedale Abbey
North York Moors
YO18 8SA
_
gilliesjonesglass.co.uk

Ryedale – Experience
Real Yorkshire

Castle Howard

North Yorkshire Moors Railway

Ryedale is a land of extraordinary natural
beauty and unique character, a place of
gentle escapism, with world-class attractions,
extraordinary events, award-winning food &
drink and historic market towns.

Eden Camp Modern History Museum

Just a few miles away from each other, Ryedale’s Market
Towns form a vibrant 20-mile neighbourhood of independent
shops, unique attractions and eateries. They’re a pleasureseeking, shop-hopping paradise surrounded by Britain’s most
beautiful countryside with walks, cycling and wildlife-spotting
from the doorstep.

Helmsley – Come for a visit, stay for a while

Award-winning Helmsley is the only market town in the
beautiful North York Moors National Park. It’s a great all yearround destination with plenty to do, whatever the weather.
Enjoy a spot of shopping in the town’s many independent
shops, including some of the North’s best galleries and craft
workshops. Savour a bite to eat in the cosy cafes, delicious
delis and welcoming restaurants. Take a trip back in time
at Helmsley Castle, admire the peaceful ’pocket’ gardens
and historic orchards of Helmsley’s Walled Garden, or see
spectacular live displays at the National Centre for Birds of
Prey, the largest collection of raptors in the North and one of
Yorkshire’s favourite attractions.
You’ll find more information about visiting or staying in
Helmsley at: www.visithelmsley.co.uk

Kirkbymoorside

Kirkbymoorside is a treasure trove for art and antique-hunters,
attracting collectors from across the world to its eclectic
showrooms. There’s always something new to catch your
eye, especially during the town’s fortnightly antique auctions.
Meanwhile, in nearby workshops you can witness the country’s
finest contemporary craftspeople in action, from the master
confectioners of the Chocolate Factory to world-class glass
artists, Gillies Jones.
Whatever’s happening, Kirkbymoorside is the place where
friends and family gather – as they have for centuries - to share
the news, browse the stores and galleries and eat and drink
great food. It’s a legacy that’s also celebrated nearby in the
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award-winning Ryedale Folk Museum, with its ‘village’ exploring
4000 years of rural life.

Malton – Yorkshire’s Food Capital

Malton is a vibrant market town and year-round foodie destination,
that’s become a magnet for some of the country’s top chefs and
producers with its ever-growing reputation for high quality, “Made in
Malton” artisan produce. You can explore the town’s extraordinary
fascination with food in its many independent stores or during
gourmet guided tours, or friendly Cookery and Gin schools.
You can also spend many happy hours browsing the museums,
vintage stores and galleries – including nearby studio of
international wildlife artist, Robert Fuller. Or you can enjoy the
lively annual events programme which includes the renowned
three day Food Lovers Festival on the Spring and August Bank
Holiday weekends and the Monthly Food Markets to Malton’s
boutique music festival, Meadowfest in July and the Marathon
du Malton in September.
You’ll find more information about visiting or staying in Malton
at: www.visitmalton.com

Pickering – Gateway to the North York Moors
National Park
Pickering is home to the world-famous North Yorkshire Moors
Railway, where you can embark on a magical steam train ride
through some the UK’s most spectacular moorland scenery,
including a stop at Harry Potter’s train station in Goathland.
But that’s not the only time-travelling you can experience in
Pickering, as this is a town that revels in nostalgia. Tea-rooms
and shops have a gloriously vintage flavour, including the
North’s largest antique centre, and a bakery still serving its
original Yorkshire recipes from 1865. You can step into the
reconstructed Victorian pubs, shops and parlours of the Beck
Isle Museum; wander the battlements of Pickering Castle; or
marvel at one of Europe’s most important medieval treasures:

Café culture

Helmsley

the stunning wall-art of St Peter and St Paul’s Church.
Time doesn’t stand still in Pickering, though: this is a thriving
market town with over 100 independent stores. It’s the place
where the locals stock up on all the essentials, and their
favourite treats too in shops like Feast Deli, the Organic
Supermarket, Taylors, or Birdgate Chocolatiers, all showcasing
local produce.

This year, the Yorkshire Wolds Way is celebrating its 40th
anniversary as a long-distance trail, with a programme of
events and activities to inspire outdoor-lovers, history-buffs
and artists alike to explore this relatively undiscovered
landscape. The new Malton to Pickering cycle route will
help connect the north to the south of the region – from the
Yorkshire Wolds to the North York Moors – as never before.

You’ll find more information about visiting or staying in
Pickering at: www.welcometopickering.co.uk

Dalby: the Great Yorkshire Forest & Go Ape

Ryedale’s great outdoors

Beck Isle Museum, Eden Camp Modern History Museum,

Surrounded by miles of beautiful countryside, Ryedale loves
the great outdoors and is a place where it’s easy to escape the
everyday of our modern busy lives. Ryedale’s also a gateway
to Yorkshire’s stunning coastline, the ancient city of York, the
breath-taking North York Moors, or Yorkshire Wolds, a tranquil
and unspoilt chalk landscape that feels completely cut off from
the modern world.
Whether you’re seeking epic adventures or a quiet natural
haven, the best place to start is Ryedale’s market towns. Each
historic town sits at the centre of a vast network of trails,
where you can walk, cycle or horse-ride undisturbed to the
horizon’s end – from the Cleveland Way National Trail in the
north, to the Yorkshire Wolds Way in the south.

Ryedale’s top things to do:

Helmsley Castle and Rievaulx Abbey
Malton Museum and Ryedale Folk Museum
Castle Howard, Scampston Hall, Wolds Way Lavender,
Yorkshire Arboretum, Yorkshire Lavender
Flamingo Land Resort and Zoo
National Centre for Birds of Prey at Duncombe Park
Nunnington Hall & Rievaulx Terrace and Temples
North Yorkshire Moors Railway

Photographs © Jason Ferdinando and
RJB Photographic
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For any ‘novices’, here are a few tips to help you enjoy your
day out at the races.
What to Wear - It has become tradition for racegoers to dress up on race
day. The County Stand is the premier enclosure with a formal dress code
of jacket, tie and collared shirt required for men. There are no formal dress
codes for ladies but dressing to impress has become a quintessential part
of the experience for most. The Grandstand, Paddock and Clocktower
enclosures have no formal dress codes. Rule of thumb is to always check
the Official website which has a fantastic dress code guide.
Racing slang – be in the know and ‘embrace the race’ but always
remember to bet sensibly!
Tic-Tac – made famous by the late John McCririck, the frantic handsignalling way that the bookmakers relay the odds.
Lady Godiva
Cock and Hen
Pony		
Bull’s Eye
Monkey
A Bottle
Furlong
Sprint		
		
Going		
Length		
		

£5
£10
£25
£50
£500
A Bookmaker’s term for 2-1
220 yards
A race generally under a mile in distance
(7 furlongs or less)
The course conditions
The length of a horse used to describe the
distance between horses in the race

At the Races
York is one of the best loved racecourses in Europe and
is a regular winner of the Flat Racecourse of the year
award. Horse racing can be tracked all the way back to
the days of Emperor Severus in Roman times with racing
taking place at several venues across the city before
moving to the current location of the Knavesmire in 1730.
Like the name suggests, this was a mire with a stream
running through it and an immense amount of draining
and groundwork was required to build the racecourse
that opened the year after. The first Grandstand was
designed by the York architect John Carr in 1754 and
developments to the infrastructure over hundreds of
years have led to the impressive site we see today. With
a vast array of amazing race events throughout the year,
the EBOR Festival remains the highlight every August.
Other events that York racecourse has hosted in recent
years include Royal Ascot in 2005 at which Her Majesty
the Queen was present and the St Leger the year after.

York Races Calendar 2022
Images courtesy of York Racecourse
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11-13 May
21-22 May
10-11 June
8-9 July
22-23 July
17-20 August
4 September
7-8 October

Dante Festival
May Spring Meeting
June Meeting
John Smith’s Cup Meeting
Music Showcase Weekend – headliners Madness
The EBOR Festival
September Sunday
October Finale
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Shopping
York has a wide range of shops
located all over the city centre as
well as a couple of shopping outlets
on the edge. There are plenty of big
name stores as well as an abundance
of small and independent shops
showcasing the best of locally sourced
products making for a unique and
interesting shopping experience.

Parliament Street

Parliament Street and its nearby offshoots make up the main
hubs for shopping in the city centre. The wide and mostly
pedestrianised street is where you can find many of the bigname high street stores and cafes such as Marks & Spencer,
Pret A Manger and Costa Coffee. The adjacently connected
Coney street has even more big brands including H&M, and
Next. Interspersed amongst all the shops you’ll find cafes and
restaurants where you can stop and rest your shopping weary
legs for a drink and a bite to eat.

The Shambles and Shambles Market

Right in the heart of the city is where you’ll find the Shambles
Market. Just a minute’s walk away from Parliament Street,
you’ll be transported to a place with narrow alleys, market
stalls and a food court boasting dishes from all over the
world. You can buy anything here from fruit and veg, fish and
meat, flowers, vintage fashion, souvenirs and quick and tasty
street food. Right next to the market is where you’ll find The
Shambles street, famous for its narrow and winding path and
home to some unique and quirky small shops including The
Shop That Must Not Be Named, Nutcracker Christmas Shop
and Parlourmade Scone House.

Coppergate Shopping Centre

The Coppergate Shopping Centre is conveniently located
near the city centre bus stops and multi storey car park on
Piccadilly Street. It’s next to the famous Jorvik Viking Centre
and St Mary’s Church. You’ll find an abundance of high street
stores in the square including Fenwicks, Primark and The
Body Shop as well as specialist stores such as Flying Tiger,
Coppergate Gallery and Pavers Shoes.

York Designer Outlet

As you can imagine, York Designer Outlet contains shops
from your favourite designer companies at a discounted
price. It’s right on the outskirts of the city, which means
you will need transportation to get there, either by car
or bus. Here you’ll find over 120 of leading UK and
international high street names offering up to 60% off the
usual prices. There’s a small children’s play area to keep
the little ones entertained plus a large food court for when
you need a break from all the shopping.

Stonegate

Starting from near the famous Betty’s Tea Rooms and
leading up to the doorstep of York Minster is where you’ll
find the historical street of Stonegate. Pedestrianised for
the majority of the day, it is full of independent shops
and eateries as well as some more well- known names.
Local stores include the York Roast Company, Evil Eye
bar, Stonegate Teddy Bears, York Armoury and Kathë
Wohlfahrt Christmas Shop. There are some great shops
located on Little Stonegate including the infamous Viking
shop Asgard and even more shops to explore on the
nearby High Petergate and Low Petergate like the amazing
Fosters jewellers.

Images courtesy of Visit York
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York‘s Magical
Christmas Shop
OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND

Käthe Wohlfahrt · Mulberry Hall · 17-19 Stonegate · York YO1 8ZW

Enjoy the great variety of handcrafted Christmas decorations, genuine German
Christmas pyramids, nutcrackers, incense smokers, souvenirs and much more.

www.kaethe-wohlfahrt.com/York

@kaethe_wohlfahrt

Check out our seasonal Go Yorkshire ezines
to get the latest information about what is
happening across Yorkshire

48 Hours in York

© Jack Cousin

© Jack Cousin

Day 1
09:00 - Breakfast & Walk along the City Walls
Take a walk along the city walls and see this ancient city from
all angles, it’s a great way to start the day and get a good feel
of the city. There are a few great cafes along Goodramgate
where you can stop to have a sit-down breakfast or grab a
takeaway coffee.

Day 2

11:30 - Lunch at Betty’s
For those who haven’t been before, or for those who have and
love it, there is no better place to indulge yourself in a truly
Yorkshire treat than Betty’s tearoom. The downside is that you
will no doubt have to queue, so it is best to either plan a late
brunch or go mid-week.

10.00 - Clifford’s Tower
Climb up the steps and make your way to the top of the tower
to get the best panoramic view of the city centre. Make sure
to book your ticket before your visit. You’ll be able to see the
former women’s prison and debtors' prison from your vantage
point on the open-air walls which now form the York Castle
Museum.

13:00 - York Minster
What better way to burn off your lunch than a walk around one
of the most iconic sights in Yorkshire, York Minster. This is the
largest gothic cathedral in Northern Europe and took over 250
years to build. Once you’ve walked around the outside and taken
a few good snaps, explore the magnificent interior and for some
of the finest views of Yorkshire, climb the 275 steps up the tower.
14:00 - Treasurer’s House
Tucked just around the corner from the York Minster, in
the Minster Yard, is the National Trust owned Grade I listed
Treasurer’s House. It is well worth taking the hour long tour
to hear how its owner, Frank Green, transformed the house
into what it is today and explore his extraordinary collection
amassed over the years. The award-winning garden is a
tranquil place to escape to and pass some time where you can
enjoy a picnic or alternatively they have an excellent tea room
in the basement of the house.
15:30 – York’s Chocolate Story
York is renowned for its chocolate making history. Origins
of the world-famous chocolate confectioners including
Rowntrees, Terry’s and Craven. Learn all about the history of
these incredible chocolate makers and afterwards you can sit
down for a chocolate milkshake, some ice cream or maybe just
purchase a selection of chocolates to take away with you and
enjoy later.
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11.00 - York Castle Museum
Just a two-minute walk away is the York Castle Museum where
you can find a wide range of exhibitions and explore hundreds
of years of York’s past including Kirkgate: Victorian era York,
The Sixties and Toy Stories.
12.00 - York River Cruise
If you want to enjoy the sights of York from a different
perspective and give your legs a little break for what’s ahead
in the day, then we suggest heading out onto the waters of the
river Ouse for an enjoyable and relaxing boat ride. You’ll learn
some interesting facts about York and its riverside along the
way.
16:30 - The Shambles
The most famous street in York. A long narrow street which
was originally used as the butcher’s shop road and is the
oldest shopping street in Europe. The narrow street with the
buildings on either side nearly touching overhead looks like the
famous Diagon Alley from the Harry Potter films.
19:00 - Evening meal on Walmgate/Fossgate
This area in York offers a huge selection of restaurants all
within a 5 minute walk of one another. You can find almost
every type of cuisine imaginable and having tried many of
them we can say that you’ll be hard pressed to find a better
meal in York than here. There’s everything including Tapas,
Italian, Thai, Indian and more. If you’re visiting on a weekend,
be sure to book a table to avoid disappointment.

13:30 - Lunch at the Shambles Food Court
If you want lunch on the go, then we suggest the Shambles
Food Court. Full of amazing freshly made meals from all over
the world with great meat and vegetarian options including
French crepes (both sweet and savoury), Turkish Kebabs and
Gyros, freshly made Italian pasta dishes, great Thai and so much
more.

transported back to Viking-age York where you can experience
first-hand what York was like when it was inhabited by the
Vikings.
16:00 - Railway Museum (Open Weds-Sun)
The largest railway museum in the world and the only place to
have a bullet train outside of Japan as well as being home to
the fastest steam locomotive in the world - The Mallard. You’ll
be able to a look inside some of the impressive locomotives
and even step inside some carriages.
18:00 - Early Meal
Take your pick from the abundance of top quality restaurants
or grab something a bit quicker from the York Roast Co.
Have you ever tried a Yorkshire pudding wrap? We highly
recommend one if you haven’t. If you have time, grab a
refreshing drink from one of many great pubs or bars that
York has to offer. There’s Evil Eye which is well worth a visit
if cocktails are your thing, Pitcher & Piano which offers great
riverside views or The Hop if you like real ales.
20:00 - The Original Ghost Walk of York
Enjoy some fun and spooky stories from the entertaining and
knowledgeable tour guide as you explore the darker side of
York’s past. There’s no need to book tickets for the tour, just
show up at The King’s Arms pub on the Ouse Bridge.

14:30 - JORVIK Viking Centre
Here you’ll be stepping on the famous Coppergate dig where
archaeologists first unearthed the astounding discoveries
of the Viking era York. You’ll be able to hear from the
archaeologists who were involved with the dig and helped
piece together the story of the Jorvik Vikings. Step into the
time capsule for a fully immersive experience where you’ll be

goyorkshire.com
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Haunted York

As in most cities, the historic theatre also has it’s very
own ghost story – the tale goes that the room behind
the dress-circle at York Theatre Royal is haunted by a
Grey Lady who was a young nun that fell in love with a
nobleman. When this was discovered she was bricked up
in a windowless room and left with no way of escaping –
nothing is said of what happened to the nobleman! It is
apparently a good omen for the night’s production if the
Grey Lady makes an appearance though.

With its long and tumultuous past,
it’s not surprising that York has
been named the most haunted city
in the UK with reputedly over 500
ghosts haunting the city. In fact,
The International Ghost Research
Foundation even proclaimed York to
be the most haunted city in Europe!

Some accommodation providers report to having ghostly
visitors! If you want an early morning call then why not stay
in the Golden Fleece where guests have reportedly been
woken by the icy hand of a Second World War airman or at
the Dean Court Hotel situated opposite the Minster, guests
have described objects being moved around, hearing the
slamming of doors and unusual cold spots in the rooms,
even in the middle of summer.
In 1953, Harry Martindale, an apprentice plumber, was
installing a new central heating system in the cellar at
Treasurer’s House which is situated on the site of a roman
fort. Suddenly he had to throw down his tools and step to
one side whilst he watched a battalion of Roman Soldiers
march through the cellar. He described the soldiers as
wearing green tunics and carrying round shields which local
historians did not believe as this did not tally with other
evidence at that time. Only some years later, when another
site was discovered, with findings of soldiers wearing green
tunics and carrying round shields was Harry finally believed!

For folks that just love a good yarn, then a ghost walk is
an essential pre-requisite of a visit to York. Unsurprisingly
there are as many different tours and walks as there are
ghosts in this city but one of the best is the Original Ghost
Walk. Established in 1973, it is believed to be the world’s
first exclusive Ghost Walk and takes place nightly from the
famous pub that floods, the King’s Arms, on Ouse Bridge.

ORIGINAL GHOST WALK of York
Est. 1973

Believed to be the oldest Ghost Walk in York,
Britain and possibly the world, we have
retained our pride and passion throughout
the years. Our aim is to inspire and astound.
We are darker deeper and richer than ever.

Every Night* No need to book.

Pay cash on the night or book on line www.theoriginalghostwalkofyork.co.uk

Adults £7.50 • Children/Seniors £5

Tel: 07825 618123
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*During ﬂoods meet on Ouse Bridge

York Events 2022
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Here are some of the key events happening in
York in 2022. Whilst we have tried to ensure all
information is correct at the time of printing,
some events are subject to change so please
check with the venue before making a special
journey.
Additional events are being confirmed all the time
so for more things happening in and around York
this year, please check out the goyorkshire.com
website and social media pages.

Music Showcase Weekend - Madness
22-23 July
York Racecourse
www.yorkracecourse.co.uk
The York Blues Festival
2 April
The Crescent York
www.thecrescentyork.com

York Spring Fair & Food Festival
27 May – 5 June
York Racecourse
www.yorkspringfair.co.uk

York Races - EBOR Festival
17 – 20 August
York Racecourse
https://www.yorkracecourse.co.uk

York Food Chocolate Festival
14 - 18 April
Parliament Street & Shambles Market
www.yorkfoodfestival.com

JORVIK Viking Festival
28 May – 1 June
Across York
www.jorvikvikingfestival.co.uk

York Unleashed Comic-Con
28 August
York Racecourse
www.facebook.com/YorkUnleashed

York Fashion Week
29 April – 3 May
Citywide
www.yorkfashionweek.com

York Taster Festival
10 - 12 June
Parliament Street and Shambles Market
www.yorkfoodfestival .com

York Book Fair
9-10 September
York Racecourse
www.yorkbookfair.com

Festival of Vintage York
30 April – 1 May
York Racecourse
www.festivalofvintage.co.uk

York Festival of Ideas
11 - 24 June
Citywide
www.yorkfestivalofideas.com

Heritage Open Days – Free entry
9-18 September
Across York and District
www.heritageopendays.org.uk

York Walls Festival
30 April – 2 May 2022
York City Centre
www.twitter.com/WallsYork

York Pride
18 June
Citywide
www.yorkpride.org.uk

York Balloon Fiesta
23 - 25 September
Knavesmire
www.yorkshireballoonfiesta.co.uk

Tulip Festival
30 April - 14 May
Burnby Hall Gardens
www.burnbyhallgardens.com

York Early Music Festival
8 – 16 July
The National Centre for Early Music
www.ncem.co.uk/whats-on/yemf

York Food and Drink Festival
23 September – 2 October
Parliament Street & Shambles Market
www.yorkfoodfestival.com

May Day celebrations
2 May
Burnby Hall and Gardens
www.burnbyhallgardens.com

York Proms Picnic Concert
10 July
York Museum Gardens
www.yorkproms.com

Yorkshire Marathon
16 October
Citywide
www.runforall.com

York Races - Dante Festival
11-13 May
York Racecourse
www.yorkracecourse.co.uk

York Rotary Dragon Boat Challenge
10 July
River Ouse North Bank
www.yorkrotary.co.uk

Halloween at Burnby Hall and Gardens
24-30 October
Burnby Hall and Gardens
www.burnbyhallgardens.com/events
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Aesthetica Short Film Festival
1-30 November
Various locations in York
www.asff.co.uk
Women’s Rugby League World Cup
2 – 14 November (various dates)
LNER Community Stadium, York
www.rlwc2021.com/tournament/schedule
Cazoo UK Championship Snooker Tournament
8-20 November
York Barbican
www.yorkbarbican.co.uk/whats-on/cazoo-uk-snookerchampionship-2022
Remembrance Day Events
13 November
Citywide
St Nicolas Christmas Fair
19 November – 23 December
Parliament Street, York
www.visityork.org
Yorkshire’s Winter Wonderland and Ice Skating
November – January (dates tbc)
McArthur Glen Designer Outlet York
www.yorkshireswinterwonderland.com

2023 – a sneak peek!
Chinese New Year celebrations
22-29 January 2023
Citywide
Annual JORVIK Viking Festival
February 2023 (dates tbc)
Various venues across York
www.jorvikvikingfestival.co.uk

goyorkshire.com
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York Travel & Tourist Information
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With a great network by road and rail York is one of the most accessible cities in the United Kingdom. In this section you will find
useful information to help you travel around the City and beyond. For more information and up to date news see the city council’s
website www.itravelyork.info - fantastic resource for walking, cycling, buses and travelling around the city it features real time
information and updates to help you plan your journey.

Visit York Visitor Information Centre
Tel: 01904 55 56 70
Email: info@visityork.org
1 Museum Street, York YO1 7DT
Open Mon – Sun 10am – 4pm

Rail

York is a key rail junction approximately half-way between
London and Edinburgh. LNER, Grand Central and Transpennine
Express are the chief operators with example journey times
detailed below:
Edinburgh 2h 25m, Birmingham: 2h 15m, London 1hr 50m,
Manchester 1hr 25m, Newcastle 55m.
National Rail Enquiry line: 03457 484950 (24hrs) for
information, times, fares.

TIER e-scooters – with many charging points across the
city, a different way to explore the city in a climate-neutral way is
on an e-scooter. Simply download the TIER app for more details.
York by bike – there are numerous bike hire companies like

Cycle Heaven (York Station) and Get Cycling offering all types
of bikes to explore the city and surrounding areas. York Cycling
Tours also offer a 2 and a half hour guided tour of the city.

York by Open Top Bus – Two companies operate open
top bus tours, Golden Tours who offer a 24 or 48 hour pass with
over 20 stops around the city and also York City Sightseeing.

Luggage Stores – There are many luggage stores in York,
including Left Luggage York (near York Train Station), Yorbag
(near York Minster) and CitySpareSpace on Micklegate.
Local Bus Services

Regular local bus services operate all year round throughout
the area, for more see www.itravelyork.info

York Park & Ride

Car parks situated at:
Askham Bar: Service 3
Designer Outlet: Service 7
Grimston Bar: Service 8
Monks Cross: Service 9
Poppleton Bar: Service 59
Rawcliffe Bar: Service 2

Parking in York

York has 15 public car parks and several privately-run car
parks across the city.

Disabled Parking

Here is some information from York City Council on
permitted Blue Badge parking around the city. For more
information contact 01904 552522 or see www.york.gov.uk/
BlueBadgeParking.

Double yellow lines - You can park on double yellow lines

with your blue badge for up to 3 hours, unless there is a ban on
loading or unloading and only if your vehicle does not cause an
obstruction. You must display and set the clock on your parking
disc when you park.

Residents' parking areas

- You can use your badge in
residents' parking areas so long as you ©display
your
badge.
Yorkshire
Dales
National Park

Taxis

York Cars Taxis - 01904 765765
Fleetways Taxis - 01904 365365
659 Taxis – 01904 659659
Getaway Cars – 01904 707070
Streamline - 01904 656565
Station Taxis – 01904 623332
Quick Cars – 01904 798939
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MINI-GUIDE
Featuring top attractions
and places to visit, it
includes discount vouchers
to use throughout the year
Mini Guide available from
accommodation providers,
Tourist Information
Centres, cafes, pubs and
anywhere displaying
visitor information.
Visit goyorkshire.com for
even more places to visit,
stay and eat, plus more
great discount offers.

